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At the heart of this Vision Plan is a 

proposed loop trail that connects downtown 

Barnesville, the Depot, the Watt Center for 

History & the Arts, and Memorial Park. With 

one limited exception involving a short 

new segment on village-owned property, 

this loop relies on existing village roads, 

sidewalks, and trail segments rather than 

new or speculative infrastructure. The focus 

is on making those connections clearer, 

more comfortable, and more inviting for 

people on foot.

The loop trail serves two purposes at 

once. It is a recreation and quality-of-life 

investment that builds on Barnesville’s 

existing trail assets and Memorial 

Park amenities. It is also a downtown 

revitalization tool that draws people from 

Main and Arch Streets toward the trail, the 

Depot, and other community destinations, 

then brings them back downtown. These 

goals reinforce each other: recreation brings 

people in, and downtown activity gives them 

reasons to stay.

A critical part of this approach is creating 

and improving highly visible access points 

that connect downtown directly to the trail 

system. Rather than treating the trail as 

THE FOUR PLACES THAT ANCHOR 
THE LOOP
The proposed loop trail connects four places that already play distinct roles in Barnesville’s daily 

life: the Depot, the Watt Center for History & the Arts, the Bohandy Building, and Memorial Park. 

Each site serves a different purpose and attracts people for different reasons.

The sections that follow describe how each place functions today, how realistic reuse or 

continued investment can strengthen that role, and how each site contributes to the overall 

network of places connected by the loop trail. Together, these sites illustrate how small, 

strategic improvements can build momentum by linking downtown, culture, recreation, and 

community life.

something hidden behind buildings or down a hillside, the Vision Plan treats trail access as a 

front-door experience that is easy to see, understand, and use.

Two access points anchor this strategy. One is located near the intersection of East Main Street 

and South Arch Street, where a prominent stairway and entry feature can signal the start of 

the trail from downtown. The second is located near the intersection of North Arch Street and 

East Church Street, where an existing sidewalk connection can be revealed and framed as a 

clear path leading toward the Depot and the trail beyond. In both locations, the intent is to make 

movement toward the trail feel intentional rather than accidental.

The Vision Plan includes renderings that illustrate these access points and the overall loop trail. 

These visuals are meant to help residents, decision-makers, and partners imagine how a small 

number of strategic improvements can strengthen connections, support downtown activity, and 

enhance everyday recreation without altering the village's fundamental character.

INTRODUCING 
THE LOOP 
TRAIL & 
DOWNTOWN 
ACCESS 
POINTS
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PROPOSED LOOP TRAIL

TUNNEL

TRAIL HEAD ACCESS POINT

EXISTING TRAIL
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EAST MAIN STREET AND SOUTH ARCH STREET 
TRAIL ACCESS ARCH STAIRWAY (STREET VIEW)
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EAST MAIN STREET AND SOUTH ARCH STREET 
TRAIL ACCESS ARCH STAIRWAY (TUNNEL VIEW)
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NORTH ARCH STREET AND EAST CHURCH 
STREET TRAIL ACCESS ARCH














